rs. George W. Metcalf 


Chairman of the Missouri Branch of the National Woman's Party, under 
whose able leadership the organization is gaining in membership and prestige. 
Mrs. Metcalf is recognized as one of the most brilliant women in her State, 
and is officially connected with several important Kansas City women’s clubs. 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 

The object of this organization shall be | 

to secure for women complete equality 

with men under the law and in all human 
relationships. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 
“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 
throughout the United States and every 

* place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 
[Senate Joint Resolution Number 64.) 
Introduced in the Senate June 4, 1929, 
by SenaToR GERALD P. Nyp, North Dakota. 
Introduced in the House, May 18, 1928, 


by REPRESENTATIVE FREDERICK W. MaAGRapy, 
Pennsylvania. 


Managing Editor 


Equal Rights 


Wanted, Patriots in the Opposition 


HEN people talk about all the benefits that women would lose if they 
W had Equal Rights, and argue that the special privileges women now 

enjoy more than compensate for the insignificant discriminations that 
exist against them in the law, we always wonder how much they know either 
about the “special privileges” or the discriminations. 

Next month we shall celebrate our great, national, patriotic festival, the 
Fourth of July. On that day we shall rejoice that we are American citizens 
and our hearts will swell with pride and happiness because we belong to what 
we naturally believe is the greatest country on the globe, namely, the United 
States. It is a magnificent thing to be an American citizen; an honor and a 
right of inestimable worth to be able to claim, wherever one may be, the sub- 
stantial protection of the Stars and Stripes. Every patriot realizes that tu 
belong to his or her country is the greatest benefit and the greatest privilege 
that he or she could conceivably enjoy. 

In this connection we should like to ask our opponents how they justify 
their theory that women’s “special privileges” outweigh the discriminations 
that now exist against them under the law. There are thousands of American 
women who, if they enjoyed Equal Rights, would be citizens of the United 
States, but who because of their sex are now regarded as aliens. Some of them 
are even forbidden to enter their own country, whereas if they were men no 
such barrier would be raised up against them. 


EAD in the following letter what unequal rights means to some American 
women and then consider carefully, as a patriot, the true significance of 
Equal Rights under the law: 


To the Editor of Equal Rights: 

The new Immigration Act of March 4, 1929, according to the Paris 
edition of the New York Herald, provides that aliens who have been 
arrested and deported from the United States, no matter upon what 
grounds they were first deported, are mandatorily excluded from 
admission to the United States. Foreign visitors who have over- 
stayed their time limit and have been ordered deported are thus per- 
manently barred from again returning to the United States. 

There are literally thousands of American women living abroad, 
married to foreigners long before the Immigration Acts and the Cable 
Act, who little dreamed that one day the door of their native land 
might be shut to them and their children forever. Even the Cable 
Act is unjust because it provides that: 

1. An American-born woman married to a foreigner, ineligible 
to citizenship, loses her own citizenship. 

2. An American-born woman married to a foreigner, who lives 
for two consecutive years in her husband’s country or who fails to 
return to the United States every five years, loses her citizenship. 

Under these same conditions a male citizen born in the United 
States does not lose his citizenship. 

Therefore, this question of such vital importance to American- 
born women was brought up at the annual Founders’ Day luncheon 
of those alumnae of Vassar College who chanced to be in Paris on 
April 26. A sub-committee was fermed, of which I am chairman, 
which is interested in changing the legal status of American women 
married to foreigners. We are endeavoring to get a complete list of 
all American women in’ England and on the Continent who are 
affected. 

Through the suggestion of Mrs. William Hilles I have become a 
member of the Woman’s Party. It is our hope, ultimately, to secure 
our rights through this organization. All suggestions will be heartily 
welcomed by us. Very truly yours, 

Luetta E, GuiGNet. 


W* urge those of our readers who are interested in the tragic plight of 
American women who have lost their citizenship as a result of our unequal 
laws to get in touch with our correspondent. Her address is, Madame Mau- 
rice Guignet, Vassar Committee, Women’s University Club, 4 rue de Chev- 
reuse, Paris, France. Pending the passage of the Equal Rights Amendment 
we may still be able to do something to help these exiled sisters of ours. 


| 
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retary of the National Woman’s 

Party, continued her tour of Mid- 
dle Western States during the last week 
in May, and spoke on Equal Rights before 
Zonta Clubs, Woman’s Party branches, 
and other groups of self-supporting 
women. 

On May 22 Miss Vernon spoke before 
a specially arranged meeting of the Mil- 
wakee (Wisconsin) Zonta Club, held at 
the Business and Professional Women’s 
Clubhouse. Irma Hochstein spoke against 
industrial equality. The entire evening 
was given over to the talks and to ques- 
tioning and discussion. Belle Bortin 
Ruppa, chairman of the Wisconsin State 
Branch of the National Woman’s Party, 
Miss Vernon, and Miss Hochstein were 
the guests of the Zonta Club at dinner 
preceding the meeting. 

On May 24 Miss Vernon addressed the 
St. Paul (Minnesota) Zonta Club at a 
luncheon at the St. Paul Hotel. Alice 
Kercher of Minneapolis spoke against 
industrial equality, From the Twin 
Cities, Miss Vernon went to Cleveland, 
Ohio, and spoke on industrial equality 
before the Zonta Club on May 31 at a 
luncheon at the Woman’s City Club. 


While Miss Vernon was in St. Paul 
she was the guest of Mrs. A. R. Colvin, 
a member of the Minnesota State Com- 
mittee of the National Woman’s Party, 
who gave a tea at her home on May 26, 
attended by St. Paul members of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party and a group of the 
St. Paul Zonta Club. 

Arrangements were made for Marie 


M ABEL VERNON, executive sec- 


Moreland, member of the Minnesota State 
Committee, to speak on the Equal Rights 
Amendment over radio, Station KSTP, 
on June 4, the tenth anniversary of the 
Senate’s passage of the Woman Suffrage 


| Amendment. 


A conference of the LUlinois State 
Branch of the National Woman’s Party 
was held at the Congress Hotel in Chicago 
on May 28, at which Mrs. Edwin Lobdell 
was elected chairman to succeed Mary 
Caroline Taylor, who is to spend the com- 
ing year in Europe. Other members of 
the State committee are Alice Gersten- 
berg, Barbara Bever, Bertha Moller, Rose 
Kavana, Florence Holbrook, vice-chair- 
men; Mrs. Sidney Biddle, secretary; Dr. 
Frances Dickinson, treasurer; and Bur- 
nice Bost, publicity chairman. 

The following afternoon Miss Gersten- 
berg gave a tea for Miss Vernon at the 
Casino Club, one of the most attractive 
clubhouses in Chicago, at which Miss 
Vernon and Miss Taylor spoke informally 
of the work of the Woman’s Party for 
Equal Rights. ; 

Miss Vernon spoke before the women 
employees of the Western Union in Mil- 
waukee during the noon hour in the rest 
room of the Western Union Building. 
These women were particularly interested 
in discriminatory industrial legislation, 
since a 44-hour bill (women only) has 
been before this session of the Wisconsin 
State Legislature. This bill, it was held, 
would have made it impossible for the 
Western Union to employ women in the 
small towns, and would have made it 
difficult for the company to retain all their 
women employees in the cities. The Wom- 


Zonta Clubs Hear Equal Rights Discussions 


an’s Association of the Western Union 
opposed the bill, and Anna Sine, one of 
the members, had spoken urgently against 
it at meetings in Milwaukee. At one meet- 
ing where she had stated that the bill, if 
passed, would cause the wages of the 
Western Union women to be cut, even if 
they could keep their jobs, and that as a 
result she and other women employees 
would then find it difficult to meet their 
expenses, she was told by a man repre- 
sentative of organized labor that the thing 
for her and other women to do was to 
curtail their expenses! One wonders 
what would happen: if an employer should 
give this labor union representative such 
advice when he is advocating an increase 
in wages or opposing a cut in wages for 
men! 

Mrs. Sine said that the Western Union 
women welcomed the principle that the 
State should regulate conditions of in- 


_ dustry, if this was deemed desirable and 
- necessary, but would object to legislation 


applying to women alone because they 
realize that such legislation would en- 
danger their jobs. 

The Wisconsin 44-hour bill was de- 
feated by the Wisconsin Assembly by a 
vote of 50 to 19 on May 28. 

Miss Vernon returned from her visit 
to the Middle West just in time to speak 
over the radio in Washington twice on 
June 4, in observance of the tenth anni- 
versary of the passage of the Woman Suf- 


_ frage Amendment, and in urging that the 


Equal Rights Amendment be promptly 
adopted. She also spoke at the Garden 
Party at National Headquarters on the © 
same subject. 


Equal Rights Amendment Introduced on Anniversary 


HE resolution providing for submit- 

ting to the States for ratification 

the Equal Rights Amendment to the 
United States Constitution was intro- 
duced in the Senate by Senator Gerald P. 
Nye of North Dakota on June 4, the tenth 
anniversary of the Senate’s passage of the 
resolution submitting the Woman Suf- 
frage Amendment to the States. 

In introducing the amendment, Senator 
Nye said on the floor of the Senate: 

“Equality of opportunity and equality 
in the distribution of the blessings of gov- 
ernment should ever be the watchword of 
our Government. 

“Why there should be one standard of 
law for men and another for women in 
this great Republic is beyond my under- 
standing, yet it is true that there is this 
measure of inequality here within our own 
borders. 

“The advancement of women in the life 
ef this nation has been marvelous. Some 


part of that success can be traced to the 
grant of equal suffrage rights. Their con- 
tributions to the general welfare and the 
real life of the nation have been such as 
to clearly demonstrate their right and 
their title to complete equality with men 
under our Constitution and law. 

“T am happy in the privilege of intro- 
ducing in the Senate the Joint Resolution 
providing for an amendment to the Con- 
stitution granting Equal Rights for wom- 
en because it marks another step in that 
great effort which has gone on now for 
nearly one hundred years—the effort to 
win that reasonable and fair place for 
women under the Constitution and the 
law.” 

Senator Arthur Capper of Kansas and 
Senator Watson also spoke in the Senate 
on the anniversary of the adoption of the 
suffrage amendment, and Representative 
Fiorello H. LaGuardia of New York 
called the attention of the House of Rep- 


resentatives to the anniversary. Their 
speeches will be fully reported next week. 

A garden party at National Headquar- 
ters of the Woman’s Party was held in 
observance of the anniversary, with Jessie 
Dell, United States Civil Service Commis- 
sioner, Emma Wold, treasurer of the 
Woman’s Party and Mabel Vernon, execu- 
tive secretary of the Woman’s Party, as 
speakers. Florence Bayard Hilles of 
Delaware was chairman of this celebra- 
tion, at which the future was given more 
consideration than the past. : 

At National Headquarters and at simi- 
lar observances of the anniversary 
throughout the country, the need for the 
prompt passage of the Equal Rights 
Amendment, completing the emancipation 
of women begun so long ago, was empha- 
sized. Messages were sent to President 
Hoover, Senators and Congressmen urg- 
ing support of the amendment. 


Women throughout the nation cele- 


4 


140 


brated the victory gained ten years ago, 
but united in urging that the victory be 
completed by the inclusion in the Consti- 
tution of the United States the guarantee 
that men and women shall have Equal 
Rights throughout the United States and 
every place subject to its jurisdiction. 
Senator Nye, who succeeds Vice-Presi- 
dent Oharles Curtis as sponsor of the 
Equal Rights Amendment, is youngest of 
the United States Senators with the ex- 
ception of Senator Robert M. Lafollette, 
Jr., of Wisconsin, He was born in Hor- 
tonville, Wisconsin, December 19, 1892. 
He was graduated from the Wittenberg 
(Wisconsin) High School in 1911, and 
went into newspaper work there. From 
Wisconsin he went to lowa, still as a 
newspaper man, and then in 1915 he went 
to North Dakota and continued his pro- 
fession there. His home is at Coopers- 
town. In 1916 he married Anna Margaret 
Munch of St. Joseph, Missouri, and Cres- 
ton, Iowa. They have three children. 
Senator Nye first ran for public office 
in 1923, when he was a candidate for Con- 
gress on an independent ticket. He was 
defeated then, but was appointed United 
States Senator from North Dakota on 


November 14, 1925, to fill the vacancy in 
the Senate caused by the death of Senator 
Edwin F. Ladd. After a long controversy 
in the Senate over the right of the Gov- 
ernor of North Dakota to appoint a Sena- 
tor to fill a vacancy, he was seated on 
January 12, 1926. The following June 
he was elected to complete the term end- 
ing March 3, 1927, and in November of 
the same year he was re-elected for the 
full term ending March 3, 1933. He is a 
Republican, but is usually aligned with 
the Progressive bloc of the Republican 
Party. 

The amendment has already been in- 
troduced in the House of Representatives 
by Representative Frederick W. Magrady 
of Mount Carmel, Pennsylvania, A law- 
yer in the House of Representatives and a 
newspaper man in the Senate are sponsors 
of the Equal Rights Amendment. 

CTIVE work advancing the campaign 

for the Equal Rights Amendment is 
being carried on during the special ses- 
sion of Congress. Anne C. Rotter of Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin, an active suffrage 
worker and officer of the Wisconsin State 
Branch of the National Woman’s Party, 


Equal Rights 


has interviewed most of the Senators ou 
the Equal Rights Amendment, presenting 
arguments for the amendment and obtain- 
ing the views of the Senators. Few are 
found who are actively opposed to the 
amendment, and practically all inter- 
viewed are interested and pledge them- 
selves to study the question thoroughly. 
Many have been found who have already 
pledged their votes for it. 

Most of the few who express opposition 
without further study do so on the same 
old grounds on which the suffrage amend- 
ment was opposed—“States’ rights”—but 
a few reactionaries say that women have 
“too many rights” or that “the women of 
my State do not want Equal Rights.” It 
seems encouraging that so few definitely 
oppose equality between men and women, 
but unfortunate that more are not ready 
to vote immediately to establish equality 
permanently and completely by guaran- 
teeing it in the fundamental law of the 
Republic. A few, of course, expressed 
opposition to equality in industry. 

A full report of the meeting at National 
Headquarters will be published in the 
next issue of Equat Rieurts. 


Report of Inter-American Commission of Wiese: 


lution passed at the Sixth Inter- 

national Conference of American 
States, the Governing Board of the Pan- 
American Union, at its meeting of April 4, 
' 1928, created the Inter-American Com- 
mission of Women. The Board selected 
by lot the following countries whose gov- 
ernments appointed the original Commis- 
sioners, according to the terms of the 
resolution: Argentina, Colombia, Haiti, 
Panama, Salvador, Venezuela. 

The board named as chairman of the 
Commission the Seventh commissioner, 
the representative of the United States, 
Doris Stevens. 

Between May and December, 1928, the 
governments of these countries appointed 
their women Commissioners. 

In June the chairman came to Wash- 
ington to start work from her desk, so 
kindly given to the Commission by the 
Director General, in the Columbus Room 
of the Pan-American Union. Believing it 
to be an effective preliminary, the Com- 
mission first concentrated on sending out 
information to the public regarding the 
nature and purpose for which the Com- 
mission was created. 

Elsie Ross Shields, a Brazilian by birth, 
in addition to doing the work as execu- 
tive secretary, has done the Commission’s 
translations in Portuguese, Spanish, and 
French. 

Immediately that news of the creation 
of the Inter-American Commission of 
Women was circulated, the appeals for 


* OLLOWING the terms of the reso- 


Submitted by Chairman Doris Stevens 


information were so numerous that the 
Commission was compelled to put some- 


one in charge of this work at once. ... 


Through the courtesy and generosity of 
Dr. Thomas E. Benner, chancellor of the 
University of Porto Rico, Muna Lee de 
Munoz Marin, director of the Bureau of 
International Relations of the University 
of Porto Rico, was loaned to the Com- 
mission for the months of July and 
August. A gifted writer, with a wide 
knowledge of Latin-American affairs, she 
did brilliant work in launching the Com- 
mission by informing journals of opinion, 
the daily press, weekly and monthly maga- 
zines, of the purpose and importance of 
the work of the Commission to the women 
of this hemisphere and to Pan-American- 
ism. Under her direction, 15,000 bulletins 
giving such information were sent to the 
leading daily papers of the Americas 
alone, in Spanish, English, Portuguese, 
and French. In addition to directing this 
work, Muna Lee de Munoz Marin ad- 
dressed many important meetings—on the 
purpose of the Commission—including the 
Round Table on “Our Latin - American 
Relations” at the Virginia University 
Institute of Public Affairs. 


Simultaneously, Commissioners and 


members of the Volunteer Staff spoke be- 
fore many groups and on the radio, ex- 
plaining the work of the Commission. This 
staff also wrote special articles which ap- 


peared in leading magazines here and 
abroad. 

Clara Gonzalez, the Panama Commis- 
sioner, came to Washington to help in- 
augurate the work of the Commission 
during the months of July, August, and 
September. She helped through legal 
research, by writing and translating, and 
by representing the Commission at public 
meetings in the United States. 

Lucila Luciani de Pérez Diaz, the Vene- 
zuelan commissioner, was sent by her gov- 
ernment, and at the Venezuelan Govern- 
ment’s expense, to the United States im- 
mediately after her appointment. Her 
government sent her to familiarize herself 
with the work of the Commission and 
render it all possible assistance. She 
wrote special articles for the press and 
for her magazine, Jris, of which she is 
director in Caracas. She also spoke on 
behalf of the Commission. 

Ernestina A, Lopez de Nelson, the com- 
missioner from the Argentine, was the 
third commissioner to come to Washing- 
ton since the Commission’s formation. She 
and the chairman went over the past work 
and consulted on future plans. 

The chairman has been in continuous 
correspondence with the other commis- 
sioners. 

Meanwhile, the Commission carried on 
a general service of information to the 
many visitors who came to the Columbus 
Room. These visitors included not only 
the important press correspondents: in 
Washington, but ministers, counsellors, 
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chargés d’affaires, scholars, statesmen, 
Feminists, and others interested in Latin- 
American affairs. 

The effort put forth in distributing 
particularly the bulletins of information 
was well repaid by the immediate and 
extensive response received. Distinguished 
editors, men and women of letters, jurists 
—from all over the world—sent encourage- 
ment, congratulations, and approval. The 
responses came from India to Greece, and 
from Canada to the Argentine. News of 
the new Pan-American activity on behalf 
of women was carried to the furthest 
corners of the world. 


ARLY in June the chairman conferred 

with the director General*of the Pan- 
American Union; with the editor of the 
bulletin of the Pan-American Union, 
Isabel K. Macdermott; with Dr. James 
Brown Scott; with James Flournoy; with 
former Attorney General Wickersham ; on 
the advisability of undertaking as the 
Commission’s first subject of research the 
question of nationality as it relates espe- 
cially to women. All of those consulted 
seemed to feel that this was an admirable 
idea. 

Thereupon the chairman began to as- 
semble material on this subject to be pre- 
sented for consideration to the commis- 
sioners at their first conference. It was 
deemed important to have this informa- 
tion before the conference met, in order to 
act upon it at that time. The subject of 
nationality is on the agenda of the pro- 
posed conference on the Codification of 
International Law, to be called under the 
auspices of the League of Nations at the 
Hague some time in 1929 or 1930. It 
seemed advisable that the conference of 
the Commission should be in a position to 
consider whether the Commission wished 
to make any recommendation to the 
Hague Conference. 

This material covering the laws of the 
world on the subject of nationality, as 
they relate to women, is now ready to 
report to the conference of the Commis- 
sion for the latter’s consideration. 

Dr. James Brown Scott, distinguished 
authority on nationality, has very gen- 
erously offered to lead the discussion on 
this subject at the proposed conference. 

In order to inform herself, for the bene- 
fit of the Commission, of the plans of other 
women regarding work done on na- 
tionality, the chairman spent three months 
in Europe gathering further information. 
To this end, she conferred with Vis- 
countess Rhondda, chairman of the Six 
Point Group (Great Britain) ; Chrystal 
Macmillan, chairman of the Section on 
Nationality for the International Alliance 
of Women for Suffrage and Equal Citi- 
zenship (Great Britain); Maria Verone, 
president of the Ligue des Droits des 
Femmes (France) ; the Marquesa del Ter, 
distinguished Spanish leader of women; 
Dr. Luis Baralt, Ph.D. of the University 


% 


of Havana, a distinguished Cuban Femi- 
nist now living in Paris; Hélene Vaca- 
resco, delegate to the League of Nations 
(Roumania); Dr. Ellen Gleditsch, pro- 
fessor in the Oslo University and presi- 
dent of the International Federation of 
University Women, and other officers of 
the Council of the Federation of Uni- 
versity Women; and others. 

The chairman not only conferred with 
these women leaders, but the question of 
nationality was discussed at public meet- 
ings in London, Paris, and Geneva. The 
London meeting was held under the au- 
spices of twenty-four affiliated societies of 
women of Great Britain presided over 
by Viscountess Rhondda. The Paris meet- 
ing was held in the Salle des Sociétés 
des Savants under the auspices of the 
Ligue des Droits des Femmes, presided 
over by Mile. Vacaresco. In Geneva the 
chairman discussed the subject at a ban- 
quet given in honor of the Latin-American 
delegates to the League under the auspices 
of the Union of Societies for the League 
of Nations. 


N September the chairman went to the 
meeting of the Assembly of the League 
of Nations in Geneva to seek a resolution 
encouraging governments attending the 
forthcoming codification conference to in- 
clude women in their delegations. The 
chairman drew up a resolution which was 
submitted to the First Commission of the 
League of Nations by Ambassador Ferrara 
of Cuba and seconded by Diogenes Esca- 
lante, Venezuelan delegate to the League, 


and it was included by M. Rolin of Bel- . 


gium, rapporteur to the Commission, in 
his report to the Commission. The reso- 
lution passed by the First Commission, 
and subsequently adopted unanimously by 
the Assembly of the League, is as follows: 
“7. The Assembly, considering 

that the question of nationality which 
is on the agenda of the Conference 
is of special interest to -women, and 
that Article 7 of the Covenant em- 
bodies the principle that all positions 
under or in connection with the 
League shall be open equally to men 
and women, expresses the hope that 
the members of the League, when in- 
vited to the forthcoming conference, 
will copsider the desirability of tak- 
ing these considerations into account 
in composing their delegations.” 

In presenting this resolution to the As- 
sembly for its approval, M. Rolin, rap- 
porteur, made the following statement: 

“Lastly, we propose that the As- 
sembly should earn the lasting grati- 
tude of our women colleagues by ex- 
pressing the hope that—at all events 
with regard to one question, that of 
nationality—States should consider 
the desirability of including women in 
their delegations. The committee was 
struck by certain communications 
from women’s organizations, in par- 


ticular by a communication from a 
committe of women jurists, appointed 
by the Pan-American Conference on 
International Law. We considered 
that, as regards questions of nation- 
ality, which directly concern personal 
status and are thus of special interest 
to women, it was only natural that 
they should pay special attention to 
the position of their sex under inter- 
national law, and that in those cir- 
cumstances, in countries where wom- 
en have already acquired the neces- 
sary legal knowledge, they should be 
called in when the question of na- 
tionality came up for discussion.” 


|* October the chairman conferred in 
Paris with C. Zumeta, Venezuelan Min- 
ister to Paris, in his capacity as Vene- 
zuelan member of the Council of the 
League of Nations, to enlist his support 
in securing from the Council an invi- 
tation to the Inter-American Commission 
of Women to send women consultants to 
advise on the question of nationality as 
it affects women, at the forthcoming Codi- 
fication Conference at The Hague. 
Subsequently the chairman cabled from 
Washington to Blanche Z. de Baralt of 
Cuba, who was in Paris to confer with 
Sefior Zumeta to the end that the Council 
might extend the invitation to the Com- 
mission at its March meeting. Word has 
just been received from Sefiora Baralt 
and Sefor Zumeta that such an invitation 
will have to wait until the Preparatory 
Commission of the Codiflcation Confer- 
ence reports its definite programs to the 
Council. It is assumed, therefore, that the 
question will be brought up at the June 
meeting of the Council in Madrid..... 
During February the Commission was 
delighted to receive its member from the 
Argentine, Ernestina A. Lopez de Nelson, 
who was in the United States on another 
mission. She and the chairman conferred; 
however, on present and future plans of 
the Commission. “Sefiora Lépez gave a 
most brilliant and illuminating address 
on the position of women in the Argen- 


_ tine at a reception given in her honor at 


the Headquarters of the National Wom- 
an’s Party in Washington. 

During the same month the Commis- 
sion was very fortunate to be able to wel- 
come Fanny Bunand - Sévastos, young 
French Feminist from Paris, who has been 
helping the Commission for three months. 
Mile. Bunand-Sévastos has visited most 
of the embassies and legations in Wash- 
ington to verify with the ambassadors and 
ministers the Commission’s research on 
the question of nationality as it relates 
to women of their respective countries. 
On March 21 she addressed a meeting of 
the Young Women’s Council of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party at their Head- 
quarters in Washington. 

On March 4 while meeting in Havana 
to lay plans for the new Palace of Jus- 


\ 


tice» and the new Academy of Inter- 


national Law, both of which institutions » 


are to be erected by the Cuban Gov- 
ernment in Havana, Drs. Bustamante, 
Maurtua and Scott wrote a resolution 
setting forth their interpretation of the 
official status of the Commission... . 
Upon receipt of this resolution, which 
was presented by the Director General 
of the Pan-American Union to the Gov- 
ernig Board of the Pan-American Union 
at its regular meeting of April 3, the Gov- 


erning Board passed the following reso-— 


lution: 

“As part of its important work, the 
Sixth International Conference of 
American States resolved ‘That an 
Inter-American Commission of Wom- 
en be constituted to take charge of 
the preparation of judicial informa- 
tion and data of any other kind which 
may be deemed advisable to enable 
the Seventh International Conference 
of American States to take up, the 
consideration of the civil and politi- 
cal equality of women in the conti- 
nent.’ 

“The same resolution provided that 
the Inter-American Commission of 
Women should be composed of seven 
women from various countries of 
America appointed by the Pan- 
American Union, the number to be 
increased by the Commission itself 
until every Republic in America has 
a representative on the Commission. 

“The Governing Board of the Pan- 
American Union, at its meetings on 
April 4 and May 2 of last year, com- 
plied with the duty entrusted to it by 
the Sixth Conference and chose by lot 
Panama, Argentina, Venezuela, Haiti, 
Columbia and Salvador, as the six 
countries from which six represen- 
tatives were to be appointed who, 

with Miss Doris Stevens, initiator of 
the idea and chairman of the com- 
mittee, would form the commission of 
seven women who in turn are to elect 
the representatives of the other coun- 
tries of America. 

“The members of the board, repre- 
sentatives of the countries named in 
the foregoing paragraph, have already 
given the names of the women who 
are to represent their countries, and 
to conclude the intervention which 
the resolution of the Sixth Confer- 
ence gave’to the Pan-American Union 
in this matter, there only remains to 


Good Publicity | 
HE fact that being Feminist is good 
publicity is evidenced by the following 
publicity story distributed by Robert 
Packard and Company, Chicago pub- 
lishers : 
“Spectacular proof that motherhood 


hold the meeting of the Commission 
of seven women in order that they 
may take the steps which they deem 
expedient to complete the Inter- 
American Commission and perform 
its work. 

“Consequently, and in performance 
of the duty which the chairman of the 
Board entrusted to us, we have the 
honor to propose that the Governing 
Board authorize the Director General 
of the Pan-American Union to invite 
the seven members already appointed 
on the Commission of Women to hold 
a meeting themselves or through the 
medium of representatives resident in 
the United States, in the city of 
Washington on a convenient date, for 
the purpose of completing the organi- 
zation of the Commission and under- 
taking its work with entire independ- 
ence, in order to prepare the material 
which the Commission is to present to 
the Seventh International Conference 
of American States on the subject 
that it was entrusted to study.” 


URING the month of April the chair- 
man received and accepted an invi- 
tation to be among the professors at the 
new Havana Academy when it shall be 
opened next year. She has been asked to 
give six lectures on the juridical status 
of women in the matter of nationality. 
The chairman has also accepted an invi- 
tation to represent the Commission on 
the North American Committee formed 
for the celebration of the four hundredth 
anniversary of the delivery by Francisco 
de Vitoria of his famous disquisition “De 
Indis” at Salamanca in 1532. It is indi- 
cated that the Spanish Government may 
issue invitations to all members of the 
Commission to take part in this inter- 
national congress at Salamanca in 1932, 
but the invitations for this have not yet 
been issued. The chairman has also been 
asked to address the Congress at that 
time on some aspect of the international 
status of women. 

On April 16 the chairman conferred 
with Dr. Ellen Gleditsch, professor of 
chemistry at the Oslo University of Nor- 
way and president of the International 
Association of University Women, as 
guest, in the Pan-American Union, to dis- 
cuss plans of co-operation between the 
women of this hemisphere and the women 
of Europe at the forthcoming codifica- 
tion conference at The Hague. There were 


Feminist Notes 


and artistic creation can go hand in hand 
will be found by Feminists in the fact that 
one of America’s leading women poets has 
just given birth simultaneously to twins 
and her second book of poems. The very 
night on which her twin boys were born, 
Lucia Trent, nationally-known poet and 


Equal Rights 


present at this round table conference 
ten other authorities on international law 
as it relates to nationality whose names 
have been recently published in Equa. 
Rieuts. The conference was very useful 
in exchanging views as to how best to 
draft a convention which would abolish 
inequality between men and women in 


_ the nationality laws. 


O date the sum of $21,600 has been 
subscribed by individuals in the United 
States to carry on the preliminary work 
of the Commission until such a time as 


the Commission’s first conference can be 


held and it can make further plans for 
financing itself. 

This represents the more important 
aspects of the preliminary work of the 
Commission in preparing material to be 
submitted to the first conference. 


The commissioners are: 


Argentine—Ernestina A. Lopez de Nelson, 
well-known author and edueator, former 
professor in the University of La Plata. 
Sent by her country to various inter- 
national conferences as Argentinian 
delegate. Also known for her active 
interest in all movements towards the 
improvement of social conditions, and 
was for some years president of the 
Club de Madres of Buenos Aires. 


Venezuela—Lucila Luciani de Pérez Diaz, 
writer and historian whose work on 
“The Battle of Carabobo” received the 
award of the Academy of History of 
Venezuela. She is a contributor to 
various Spanish newspapers and the 
director of her own magazine, Iris. 


Panama—Clare Gonzaloz, LL.B., first 
woman lawyer in Panama and founder 
of the Partido Nacional Feminista. 
Sent to the United States by her gov- 
ernment to pursue her studies in law, 
and also to inspect women’s prisons and 
juvenile courts, and all decisions re- 
garding such institutions in Panama 
will be based on Srta. Gonzaloz’s report. 


Salvador — Maria Alvarez de Guillén- 
Rivas, distinguished Salvadorean 
writer, wife of the Minister of Public 
Health. 


Haiti— Mme. Téligny Mathon, distin- 
guished Haitian woman, a sister of 
President Louis Borno. 

Colombia—Maria Elena de Hinostrosa, 
wife of a leading Colombian lawyer. 

United States—Doris Stevens, chairman, 
‘Inter-American Commission of Women. 


we? 


critic, completed reading final page proofs 
on her book, ‘Children of Fire and 
Shadow,’ being published by Robert Pack- 
ard and Company of Chicago. Lucia 
Trent, wife of Ralph Cheyney, himself a 
poet, whom she married within nineteen 
hours after his divorce from his first wife, 
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commenced work on this new volume 
about two years ago. During this brief 
period she has also been co-editor of two 
other books and of the old and wig in 
culated poetry magazine, ConteniWorary 
Verse. This young mother was considered 
by the late George Sterling one of the 
half dozen American women poets who 
are doing really important work. She is 
the daughter of Prof. W. P. Trent, re- 
cently retired from Columbia University, 
and the daughter-in-law of Prof E. P. 
Cheyney of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania and recently president of the Ameri- 
can Historical Association. .. . 
“Incidentally, although expressing her- 
self as gladly assuming her own burden 
and privilege of maternity, Lucia Trent 
is a prominent advocate of women’s right 
to have birth control information. Many 
of her poems deal outspokenly with 
motherhood, marriage, and other themes 
of special interest to women. When inter- 
viewed by your reporter at her home in 
Chicago, she stated, ‘I consider that I 
should be all the more sympathetic a 
mother for being a poet and all the more 
vital a poet for being a mother. Both are 
creation—and creation is divine fun.’ ” 


Women in Spain 
VIVID word picture of the Spanish 
women’s struggle toward political 
and civic expression was presented by 
Katherine Elliott, clerk to the commercial 


attache in the American Embassy in Mad- 
rid, when she recently visited the head- 
quarters of the General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs. 

The Lyceum Club Feminino de Madrid 
founded two years ago is a crystallization 
of the women’s movement in Spain. Its 
organizers were for the largest part, wom- 
en of distinction—editors, lawyers, etc., 
who desired something beyond the shut-in 
life of feminine Spain. Maria de Mazetu, 
its president, is internationally known as 
an educator. She is a member of the na- 
tional assembly and a writer. Isabel de 
Palencia, the present president, is famous 
both in New York and in Madrid under 
the pen name of Beatrice Galindo. The 
membership, which is now 450, has trebled 
since its organization. Beautiful head- 
quarters have been established and this 
is the center of much of the cultural, civic 
and philanthropic work of the city. Inter- 
national topics are always popular and 
there are but two topics that are taboo; 
they are politics and religion. 

The status of women in all walks of 
life is of great interest to the Lyceum, 
their property rights, citizenship, child 
labor laws, compulsory education and 
kindred topics. Theoretically women of 
Spain have the franchise, but their in- 
structions are to register confidence in 
the government; however, they are sitting 
in the councils of their cities and of their 
nation in increasing numbers. Sevilla 
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has three women in its governing body, 
and Spain numbers fourteen women in 
its national assembly to eight women in 
Congress in the United States. 


To Reward Women's Work 


HE League of Austrian Women’s 
Societies have decided to establish an 
endowment fund with the purpose of re- 
warding the best work done by Austrian 
women in natural science, art, or social 
welfare. | 
The endowment will be named after 
Maria Hainisch, the mother of the Aus- 
trian former president, whose services for 
the women’s cause in the past three- 
quarters of a century were inestimable. 
Leading authorities in cultural work will 
make awards. 


Women Peers in England 
M. SLOW, A. R. C. M., who was 
» elected president of the Northamp- 
ton (England) Boot Trades’ Association 
at the annual meeting of the association 
recently, is the first woman in England to 
hold that position. 


First Woman Judge at Wurtemburg 
R. ILSE BEISSGANGER has just 
been nominated judge of the Superior 
Court of Stuttgart by the Minister of Jus. 
tice of Wurtemburg. 


Does Industrial Legislation Concern Business and 
Professional Women >? 


’ 


T debates, at district conferences 
A and other meetings of business and 
professional women, the propo- 
nents of special restrictive laws for wom- 
en have used as their chief argument the 
statement that “After all, why should the 
question of whether or not there shall be 
special labor laws for women interest 
business and professional women? These 
laws are designed to ‘protect’ women in 
factories and mills and do not touch wom- 
en in business and the professions.” 

We all know that the 48-hour law 
passed by the New York Legislature does 
touch women in mercantile establish- 
ments, among them women executives. 
The proposed law sponsored by the State 
Labor Commission of California would 
also have affected business and profes- 
sional women. The California bill was 
defeated by business and professional 
women, who were opposed to the efforts 
of well-meaning welfare groups and of 
labor organizations to extend the so-called 
“protective” laws to include their group. 

That there is an increasing menace in 
the efforts to extend these laws to include 
business women is shown by a bill intro- 
duced in the New York Assembly during 


the 1929 session by Assemblyman Roulier. 
(Assembly Int. No. 1571, Pr. No. 1769.) 

This bill would extend the 48-hour law 
so that it would apply to women in any 
business office. If passed, it would mean 
that no woman over sixteen years of age 
could work in any business office more 
than 48 hours in any week or more than 
eight hours in any day, except that she 
might be employed nine hours on one day 
of each week, in order to make one or 
more shorter days in the week. In this 
event she might be employed five days of 
the week at not more than nine hours on 
each of such days and not more than 
four and one-half hours on such shorter 
work day, and not in excess altogether 
of 4914 hours in each week. She would 
be allowed 78 hours overtime during the 
year. In the distribution of such over- 
time, no female could work more than 
10 hours in one day, except on one day 
of the week, but in no case could she be 
employed, including overtime, for more 
than six days nor more than 54 hours in 
any week. Before the commencement of 
such overtime employment, the employer 
would be obliged, under the provisions of 
the law, to post a notice on a form fur. 


nished by the commissioner stating the 
amount of overtime required, in each room 
where the employes were employed or re- 
ported for duty, and in cases where less 
than all the employes were to be employed 
on overtime, the names of the employes to 
work during such overtime would have 
to be posted also. A copy of such notice 
would have to be forthwith mailed to the 
Industrial Commissioner. _ 

Furthermore, the bill provides that 
these same females cannot work between 
the hours of ten o’clock in the evening and 
seven in the morning, exemption being 
provided for female writers or reporters 
employed in newspaper offices or to duly 
licensed. pharmacists. 

The bill was referred to the Committee 
on Labor and Industries and was not re- 
ported out. 

As we have said before, the question of 
whether or not there shall be special re- 
strictive laws for women can no longer be 
ignored by business and professional 
women.* Only constant vigilance on the 
part of wage-earning women and organ- 
ized opposition on the part of the women 
concerned will prevent these bills from 
becoming laws. 


| 
~ 
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News from the Field 


Women Leaders Head Missouri Branch 
HE Missouri State Branch of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party is prospering 

under the leadership of Mrs. George W. 

Metcalf, chairman, and Ruth H. Delmaine, 

first vice-chairman, both of Kansas City. 

These and the other officers are rapidly 

building up the State Branch into an in- 

creasingly important factor in Missouri, 
according to reports received by EQuAL 

RIGHTS. 

Both these officers are leaders in other 
organizations in Kansas City, being mem- 
bers of the Twentieth Century Republican 
Club, the Art and Literature Club, and 
the Athenaeum Club. Mrs. Metcalf is 
treasurer of the Women’s Council of 
Clubs, which has sixty-five clubs affiliated, 
representing total memberships of 10,000 
Kansas City women. Z 

“The excellence and eminence of these 
two women by which they have distin- 
guished themselves give promise of much 
strength and popularity in the progress 
of the National Woman’s Party in Kan- 
sas City in regard to creating spirited in- 
terest in promoting the Lucretia Mott 
Amendment,” writes Ella B. Fuller of the 
Missouri Branch. 

“Mrs. Metcalf and Mrs. Delmaine are 
impelled by a sense of duty to aid vigor- 
ously in securing the passage of the Lu- 
cretia Mott Amendment.” 

Mrs. Fuller, who writes to Equa. 
Ricuts of the work of these two officers, 
is herself a cousin of Lucretia Mott, and 
is of the Quaker stock which has contri- 


buted such eminent names to the Feminist | 


roster. She is historian of the Kansas 
City Branch. She writes that valuable 
new members have joined the branch to 
work for Equal Rights between men and 
women. 

Mrs. J. C. Glenn, recording secretary, 
is also active in the Women’s Council of 
Clubs, the Athenaeum, and the Art and 
Literature Club. The Art and Literature 
Club’s 1928-29 yearbook is dedicated to 
Mrs. Glenn. Mary Elizabeth Rutland is 
treasurer of the Missouri State Branch, 
and Clara L. Hartung is second vice- 
chairman. 


i 


At American Academy 
HEN the American Academy of Po- 
litical and Social Science arranged 
to hold its 33rd annual meeting in Phila- 
delphia last month, the National Woman’s 
Party was invited to send delegates. Anna 


M. U. Pennypacker, chairman of the . 


executive board of the Pennsylvania 

Branch of the National Woman’s Party, 

went as representative of the Woman’s 
Party. 

The meetings were held at the Bellevue- 

Stratford April 26 and 27, the general 


topic of discussion being “Present Day 
Causes of International Friction and 
Their Elimination.” 


After the open session on Friday morn- 
ing with addresses of welcome by the 
Mayor and Dr. Rowe, president of the 
Academy, and the general discussion on 
“War Debts, Reparations and the Liqui- 
dation of War Controls,” there was a 
luncheon to which speakers and delegates 
were invited by the Academy. About 300 
persons attended the luncheon, and Dr. 
Rowe read the names of the various or- 
ganizations, national, civic, scientific, and 
commercial which had sent delegations, 
over eighty groups in all, a very imposing 
assemblage, and greeted the representa- 
tive of each organization. 


Santa Barbara Observance 


NNE MARTIN, Nevada Feminist who 
| was the first woman to become a can- 
didate for the United States Senate, and 
Dr. Margaret Long of Colorado, were 
speakers at the luncheon held in Santa 
Barbara on June 4 celebrating the tenth 
anniversary of the passage of the Susan 
B. Anthony Amendment and urging the 
prompt adoption of the Lucretia Mott 
Amendment. 

Lillian Stevens was chairman of the 
Santa Barbara observance of the anni- 
versary, and Marjorie Whittemore of 
Michigan presided. Ruth Elder flew to 
Santa Barbara rom Los Angeles to par- 
ticipate in the celebration of the suffrage 
victory anniversary and the demand for 
Equal Rights. 


Tera More Delegates to Berlin 


ORIS STEVENS, chairman of the 

Inter American Commission of 
Women, and Bertha Moller, Chicago at- 
torney, will also attend the Berlin t- 
ing of the Open Door Council held to 
form an international organization to 
concentrate upon international work for 
equality between men and women. Alma 
Lutz and Marguerite Smith of Boston 
and Ruth Litt of New York have already 


‘gone to Berlin for the meeting. These 


five Feminists will represent the National 
Woman’s Party at the meeting. Mrs. 
Moller sailed June 3 and Miss Stevens 


y Sailed June 1. 


\ | 
Bolivian Women Demand Equality 


HE first congress of Bolivian women 

meeting in La Paz, Bolivia, early in 
May, adopted resolutions demanding 
equal civil rights with men. A memorial 
to the Bolivian Congress was adopted de- 
manding that women be given the right 
to administer their own property without 
consent of their husbands or guardians. 


Two Million Dollar Fund 


Treasurer's Report 
EMMA WOLD, Treasurer 


NETTIE TRAIL, C. P. A., Auditor 
ECEIPTS collected by National Head- 
quarters, December 7, 1912, to June 
1, 1929, $1,630,930.48. 
Contributions, membership and other 
receipts, May 16 to June 1, 1929: 


Per Maryland Committee : 
(Maryland Committee retaining dues in 


excess of 25 cents 
Mrs. Maxwell] $0.25 
Mrs. Mary F. .25 
Miss Louisa 8S. 
Miss Florence E. Kenmnard............................ .25 
Mrs. Louise Natalie Graham........................ 20 
25 
Mra. Mary LL. Ls@rrime’. .25 
oped 25 
Mrs. Albert Winton Perkins........................ 25 
Miss Marie W. Presstman.............................. 20 
20 
Mrs. Lillian A. He ting 
25.00 


Pennsylvania Branch 40.00 
Mrs. Lucy C. Shaw, 2.50 
Mrs. Valentine Winters, Ohio............ ceed 50.00 
Dr. Margaret Tyler, Comm. 1.00 
Per Connecticut Branch : 
1.00 


Miss Ruth L. Buddington.............................. 
Mrs. Charles Bates Damna.............................. 


ary C. 


Miss Gertrude L. Quinn 

5.00 
Rent of rooms at Headquarters....................... 284.44 
Mrs. John Winters Brannan, New York 50.00 
Receipts from theatre benefit, May 23, 1929. 25.00 
Per Equal Rights Committee : 

Mrs. Valentine Winters, Ohio 50.00 

Total receipts, May 16 to June 1, 1929.. $613.69 

Total receipts, December 7, 1912, to fane 


Clause for a Gift by Will to the 
National Woman’s Party 


Believing that women should have 
Equal Rights and opportunities with 
men before the law, in the pro- 
fessions, in industry, in education, in 
the church, in the home, and in the 
conduct of our Government, I give 
to the National Woman’s Party, a 
corporation of Washington, D. C., 
dollars 
to further its work for the advance- 
ment of women. 


DAY PRINTING COMPANY 


Printers 


600 EAST LOMBARD STREET 
BALTIMORE, MD. 


Miss Bernice J. McGuire........... aoe 


